10/24/04 – “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” – Matthew 5:14

“For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things that are not, that He might nullify the things that are.” 1 Corinthians 1:26-28
The very first words of God in the Scriptures, “Let there be light”; and there was light.” – The earth had been formless and void

We can see about 6,000 stars with the naked eye – Milkyway Galaxy has over a 100,000,000,000 stars, with another 120-200 billion known galaxies

If we counted the stars at a rate of one per second, would take a million years to get .0000003% of known stars – 1021 to the 21st power

“Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these stars, the One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power not one of them is missing.” – Isaiah 40:26 – Amazing!

LIGHT & DARKNESS

Jesus spoke, “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.” – John 8:12

When we were forgiven of our sins, He transferred us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of His marvelous light
The kingdom of darkness is controlled by Satan, the Prince of Darkness; a murderer, liar, thief who has been that way since the beginning

Powers and principalities work “within the world system” to deceive and confuse regarding God’s purpose and plan for our lives

Satan often comes as an angel of light – Makes ungodly things seem reasonable, plausible, beneficial & justifiable because of need or circumstance

Satan appeals to self-love, seeks to accuse & divide brethren…Satan provides “good ideas” that are not God’s idea – He’s a counterfeiter
 “…for you were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light…” – Ephesians 5:8 - Changed

“…children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world…” Philip. 2:15

Terrorism, horrors of war, oppression, sexual perversion, greed, hate, envy, occult, murder…obviously under domain of darkness

Light not only exposes sin but shows us a way out – “Thy word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.” – Psalm 119:105

The Lord explains Himself and His character through His Word and leads us not into temptation – Thy Word is Truth – Sanctify us in Truth!

THE MESSAGE OF LIGHT
“And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. – 1 John 1:5-7

In Revelation the seven churches are the seven candlesticks – The church is to be a beacon of truth and love, and not to be hidden

 “And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb, are its temple. And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. And the nations shall walk by its light, and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it. And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed…” – Revelation 21:22-25

“And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever.” – Revelation 22:5

Sometimes we “may feel” our light is flickering or fading. But no matter how “we feel” WE ARE the light of the world & the salt of the earth.
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16

The purpose of our light is to glorify our Father who is in heaven – Our light is to shine not only on believers but to all men

We have a responsibility in our homes and institutions to let our light shine so as to be seen –Awesome responsibility and opportunity

If no Christians in the world then there is no light - It’s total darkness…No salt means no preservative, taste, or healing…Must be salt or light
Do we understand our responsibility? – We are the light of the world - Time for all of us to shine and be about our Father’s business!

